[image: A logo with a bird and a hammer

Description automatically generated]KARUNARATNE LAWYERS
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
		TIN: 1130 2306 	PRINCIPAL                 
			        JAGATH KARUNARATNE  
	                                              jagath@karunaratnelawyers.com.fj
Address: 66 McGregor Road, Suva              		                    
Contact: (679) 294 6040/785 5596  	           	                          ASSOCIATE 
P.O. Box 15750, Suva					ROMA PRASAD
	            	                         roma@karunaratnelawyers.com.fj                      
				         





9 October 2025

Mr. Naulu Mataitini

Dear Sir, 

RE: CEASE AND DESIST - DEMAND 

1. We act for Pacific Polytech (“our client”). 

2. We have been advised by our client that you have caused to be published a social media post entitled “The Selective Microscope: Why is a Tertiary Scandal Worth a COI, but a $360M Cyclone Scandal is Not?” containing defamatory statements against our client. 

3. The post includes allegations suggesting that grants to Pacific Polytech were given to an “unaccredited” institution and implying improper or illegal conduct.

4. We have been provided with evidence of these materials, which are widely circulated and read in Fiji. 

5. The statements in your post are false, malicious, and defamatory, particularly the suggestion that Pacific Polytech is “unaccredited”. 

6. The Screenshot of the same is as follows: 
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7. The posting and comments are publicly accessible on social media and have been viewed by many residents of Fiji. The statements have been made without any proof or evidence.

8. You are hereby directed to Cease and Desist further publication of any defamatory and malicious materials, posts or comments of our Client’s reputation. 

9. Our client is a recognised educational entity by the government of Fiji and they are governed by and under the laws of Fiji where procedural and regulatory frameworks are established to be followed. 

10. The posting on Facebook by you has disparaged, tarnished and damaged our client’s reputation, character and standing in the educational, social and business communities and organizations. 

11. TAKE NOTICE that via this letter we on behalf of our client instruct and demand from you to immediately carry out the following: 
i. Cease and Desist all publication of any defamatory and malicious posts against Pacific Polytech;	
ii. Remove forthwith all posts and comments against Pacific Polytech from social media;	
iii. Publish a public apology in the same forum, clearly stating that Pacific Polytech is accredited and that all allegations to the contrary are false;
iv. Cease and desist from any future publication of defamatory or malicious material concerning Pacific Polytech;	
v. Pay FJD $500 legal cost incurred by Pacific Polytech in issuing this notice;
vi. Provide proof of removal of the posts, publication of your apology, and payment of the sums demanded within 7 days of receipt of this letter.

12.  Should you fail to comply with the above, we hold firm instructions to institute LEGAL ACTION AGAINST YOU WITHOUT ANY FURTHER WARNINGS and in which case you will be penalized. 

13. We will use this letter as further evidence in Court seeking damages against you. 


Yours faithfully, 
KARUNARATNE LAWYERS

……………………………………
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The government now finds itself in an untenable position. It cannot wield the microscope of
accountability for one issue and then file away another, far larger one, into the darkness. By
championing a COI into the FHEC grants, it has affirmed the very principle we now demand be
applied consistently: that no misuse of public funds, regardless of scale or political sensitivity,
should be shielded from scrutiny.

We the people, call on the government, and on Minister Prasad specifically, to reconcile this glaring
double standard. The Pariiament, through its Social Affairs Committee, has shown the way. The
people have seen the principle in action.

Itis time to apply the same unwavering standard to the Cyclone Winston reconstruction. Establish
a Commission of Inquiry. Follow the money. Uncover the truth. The voters and taxpayers of Fiji,
who ultimately bear the cost of both the education grants and the cyclone funds, deserve nothing
less than consistent and comprehensive accountability.
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Ben Kush's recent report, “Under the Microscope,” reveals a telling story. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Social Affairs has rightly recommended a Commission of Inquiry (COI) into

tos  govemment grants given to two unaccredited institutions, Pacific Polytech and Service Pro
Institute.

ublic funds must not be given to entities that fail to meet

The reasoning is sound and principled:
basic standards. The Committee, upon reviewing Fiji Higher Education Commission (FHEC) reports,
found that grants were allocated improperly, suggesting these actions may have been illegal. This

is a clear case for accountability to us the taxpayers, and a COl is the appropriate tool.

But this principled stance raises a deeply troubling and unavoidable question: Why does this
standard of accountability apply to  tertiary education scandal, but not to the alleged
misappropriation of hundreds of millions of dollars in the aftermath of Cyclone Winston in 20167

The same key figures are involved. The Minister for Finance, Hon. Biman Prasad, responding to the
FHEC issue in August, stated that while the Commission could offer advice, “the ultimate decision
on the budget lay with the cabinet and parliament.”

Now, Parliament has spoken. Through its Standing Committee, it has delivered a powerful
statement: investigate this thoroughly.

Yet, when it comes to the far larger and more devastating case of post-Cyclone Winston spending
= —a $360 million recovery effort mired in allegations of profiteering, questionable tenders, and
payments to hardware store donors of the former regime—Minister Prasad's position has been the
opposite. He has confirmed the spending was "exorbitant” and the process “questionable,” but has
declared there will be no official investigations.

. This is a staggering contradiction.
If a COlis necessary to follow the money trail for grants to unaccredited schools, then it is
absolutely essential to follow the money trail for the largest disaster relief effort in our recent
history. The Winston scandal is not about unaccredited courses; it is about unaccountable power. It
is about allegations that companies like Vinod Patel and R.C. Manubha received millions for the
“Help for Homes" initative while Fijians waited for building materials that never arrived

The human cost of this alleged graft is immeasurable. It represents homes not rebuilt, lives left in
limbo, and a national trust profoundly broken. To dismiss it with a legalistic shrug—that the
processes were “technically” followed—is to ignore that corruption often wears the mask of
procedure.

The government now finds itself in an untenable position. It cannot wield the microscope of
e o
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